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Parnell had gone to Weymouth to meet Michael Davitt
on his release from Portland* All the way back to London
he denounced the Ladies' Land League, whose activities,
under his sister Anna, had alarmed him* Irish women*
when they take to politics, have a capacity for fanaticism
which is almost inhuman* A woman, called Byrne, carried
the knives with which Lord Frederick Cavendish and Mr*
Burke were murdered from London to Dublin* Parnell
found them so in 1882; Mr* P* S* O'Hegarty, the candid
friend of the Irish Free State, found them equally so in 1920*
44 As the war lengthened," says Mr* CXHegarty,1" it became
more brutal and more savage and more hysterical and more
unrelievedly black* But its worst effect was on the women*
They were the first to be thrown off their base, and, as the
war lengthened, they steadily deteriorated* They took to
their hearts every catch-cry and every narrowness and every
bitterness, and steadily eliminated from themselves every
womanly feeling* * * * Cumann na mBhan, the women's
organisation of the later Sinn Fein * * * organised itself on
a * military * basis, got itself uniforms, called itself * Com-
mandant ' and * Captain,* threw overboard construction and
devoted itself to destruction* * * * Thus, in the worst phases
of the war, Dublin was full of hysterical women, living on
excitement, enjoying themselves in the thought of ambushes
and stunts* stifling their consciences with the parrot cry,
* Nothing matters but to support the army** * * * Just as,
on the male side, the gunman came to be the dominant
personality, so also his counterpart, the gunwoman* came
to be the dominating figure of the woman's side of the move-
ment* The gunwoman lived on war, on excitements, on
stunts, and gradually shut out everything but those* She
1 The Victory of Sinn Fein, by P, S* OTJegarty, p* 56*
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